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least $54 million from Big Oil and the 
Koch brothers’ political network—at 
least $54 million. We don’t know for 
sure because of their clandestine, dark 
money funding network. Likely, it is 
far more. 

The minimum $54 million that the 
fossil fuel industry funded these groups 
with may likely be far more because so 
much of the fossil fuel industry’s fund-
ing is obscured through dark money 
channels to hide their hand. 

What did they achieve? Well, they 
got a vote. Unlike the carbon pricing 
bills, they got a vote on the House 
floor. Speaker RYAN brought the fossil 
fuel-funded resolution to a vote, and 
with the Republican caucus largely a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the fossil 
fuel industry, the resolution passed. 

There is a whole case study in cor-
ruption here, as the Founding Fathers 
would define it, but the simple lesson 
for today’s purposes: Money talks and 
big fossil fuel money commands. 

This situation stinks. The polls I just 
went through and others show what 
Americans want. Americans want jobs, 
Americans want clean air, Americans 
want a healthy climate, and Americans 
want to be safe from extreme weather, 
wildfires, and rising seas, and Ameri-
cans know clean energy solutions will 
get them there. 

Americans are ready for bipartisan 
action, and before the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Citizens United came along, 
we had bipartisan action in the Senate 
on climate. We had lots of bipartisan 
action in the Senate on climate, but 
with Citizens United, unlimited money 
launched into our politics and things 
changed, and now the strings are pulled 
by Big Oil, Big Coal, and a couple of 
creepy fossil fuel industry billionaires. 

Special interest money has infected 
almost everything we do in Congress, 
and it is the flagrant fact of our non-
response to the climate crisis. The 
warnings have been coming for dec-
ades—first from the scientists, then 
from the economists, now from prac-
tically everywhere. 

I went to the capital city of the Pre-
siding Officer’s State and was told 
there that the staffing requirements 
for police and fire were going to have 
to change because Phoenix, AZ, was be-
coming so hot that to get people to 
work outside, responding to emer-
gencies, responding to fires and so 
forth, you had to build in a whole new 
staffing regime because it was so hard 
to work in the new levels of heat that 
the city of Phoenix is experiencing. 
You have to be able to rotate people 
much faster through crime scenes and 
through fire scenes and you had to 
have other people willing to stand by 
and cool them off after they were ex-
posed to superheating. 

So it is everywhere now. If you live 
on the coast, it is sea level; if you live 
out West, it is wildfires, and it includes 
Republican voters and particularly 
younger Republican voters. 

Remember what the recently de-
parted Republican Member of Congress 

said: ‘‘My party will never earn the 
votes of millennials unless it gets seri-
ous about finding solutions.’’ 

Well, clean energy is a solution. The 
fact of all this Republican voter sup-
port on the one hand is a sign of hope 
for the new year—of hope that elected 
Republicans will hear their voters and 
will take action and support the clean 
energy solutions that can avert the cli-
mate crisis. At the same time, the vot-
ers on the Republican side who are say-
ing what they want are also being ig-
nored. Therefore, these numbers are 
equally telling of the secretive polit-
ical forces at work in Congress to bot-
tle us up and to prevent what even Re-
publican voters want. 

There is a rot in our politics, and our 
failure on climate change is a telling 
indicator of that rot. The whole world 
is watching. America is supposed to be 
‘‘a City upon a Hill,’’ an example for 
the world. They don’t stop looking 
when we are a bad example. We have to 
get serious about this. Time is running 
out. It is time to wake up, and it is 
time to clean up. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I thank my friend 

from Rhode Island. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk for 
S.J. Res. 2. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close the debate on S.J. Res. 2, 
a joint resolution disapproving the Presi-
dent’s proposal to take an action relating to 
the application of certain sanctions with re-
spect to the Russian Federation. 

John Thune, Mike Crapo, Tom Cotton, 
Todd Young, John Cornyn, Jerry 
Moran, John Boozman, Deb Fischer, 
John Hoeven, Susan M. Collins, Cory 
Gardner, Dan Sullivan, Marco Rubio, 
Richard Burr, John Barrasso, Pat Rob-
erts, Roger F. Wicker, Thom Tillis, 
Shelley Moore Capito, Mitch McCon-
nell. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE RULES OF PRO-
CEDURE 

Mr. BURR. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence’s Rules 
of Procedure be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

RULE 1. CONVENING OF MEETINGS 
1.1. The regular meeting day of the Select 

Committee on Intelligence for the trans-
action of Committee business shall be every 
Tuesday of each month that the Senate is in 
session, unless otherwise directed by the 
Chairman. 

1.2. The Chairman shall have authority, 
upon notice, to call such additional meetings 
of the Committee as the Chairman may 
deem necessary and may delegate such au-
thority to any other member of the Com-
mittee. 

1.3. A special meeting of the Committee 
may be called at any time upon the written 
request of five or more members of the Com-
mittee filed with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee. 

1.4. In the case of any meeting of the Com-
mittee, other than a regularly scheduled 
meeting, the Clerk of the Committee shall 
notify every member of the Committee of 
the time and place of the meeting and shall 
give reasonable notice which, except in ex-
traordinary circumstances, shall be at least 
24 hours in advance of any meeting held in 
Washington, D.C. and at least 48 hours in the 
case of any meeting held outside Wash-
ington, D.C. 

1.5. If five members of the Committee have 
made a request in writing to the Chairman 
to call a meeting of the Committee, and the 
Chairman fails to call such a meeting within 
seven calendar days thereafter, including the 
day on which the written notice is sub-
mitted, these members may call a meeting 
by filing a written notice with the Clerk of 
the Committee who shall promptly notify 
each member of the Committee in writing of 
the date and time of the meeting. 

RULE 2. MEETING PROCEDURES 
2.1. Meetings of the Committee shall be 

open to the public except as provided in 
paragraph 5(b) of Rule XXVI of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate. 

2.2. It shall be the duty of the Staff Direc-
tor to keep or cause to be kept a record of all 
Committee proceedings. 

2.3. The Chairman of the Committee, or if 
the Chairman is not present the Vice Chair-
man, shall preside over all meetings of the 
Committee. In the absence of the Chairman 
and the Vice Chairman at any meeting, the 
ranking majority member, or if no majority 
member is present, the ranking minority 
member present, shall preside. 

2.4. Except as otherwise provided in these 
Rules, decisions of the Committee shall be 
by a majority vote of the members present 
and voting. A quorum for the transaction of 
Committee business, including the conduct 
of executive sessions, shall consist of no less 
than one third of the Committee members, 
except that for the purpose of hearing wit-
nesses, taking sworn testimony, and receiv-
ing evidence under oath, a quorum may con-
sist of one Senator. 

2.5. A vote by any member of the Com-
mittee with respect to any measure or mat-
ter being considered by the Committee may 
be cast by proxy if the proxy authorization 
(1) is in writing; (2) designates the member of 
the Committee who is to exercise the proxy; 
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